
    

 
 
Conferences and Report Cards 
Today marks the end of our first quarter.  Report cards will be available online on 
November 5th.  Parent-teacher conferences will be held on Thursday, November 
14th, and Tuesday, November 19th.  To sign up for a convenient time for you, you 
are asked to use the Meet the Teacher on-line sign up.  Directions will be sent to 
you on November 4th through your Infinite Campus Parent Email.   
 
Trunk or Treat 
Join us Sunday, Oct. 27th from 4:00-5:00pm in the back parking lot.  Dress up the 
kids, decorate your car, bring lots of treats to share and join in on the trick or 
treating.  Prizes awarded!  See attached flyer. 
 
Student Council News 
Our first Student Council Fun Day will be Jersey/Sports Day on Thursday, 
November 7th.   For a $1.00 donation per family, students may wear their favorite 
college or pro shirt, sport jersey (shirt under tank tops), color of your team, or 
tall/team socks.  Be sure to follow the dress code, and no hats are allowed.  We 
will be donating the funds to Kids’ Food Basket to help the hungry students in 
need.  Thank you. 
 
Veterans’ Day 
Please join us on Friday, Nov. 15th as we celebrate our Veterans during Mass at 
8:45am.  Should you know a Veteran who would like to come, please provide the 
office with their name so we may recognize them during our service.  See the form 
provided in this newsletter.  Following Mass, any Veterans who would like to share 
their experience are welcome to speak (for 15-20 minutes) with our students.  Our 
sincere appreciation goes out to all those who served and continue to serve for 
peace and justice in our world! 
 
Dismissal Procedures 
For the safety of your children and your car, we ask you to use the wagon train or 
use back-in parking only (before and not during dismissal) on the west side of the 
rectory.  No parking is allowed in the coned-off area as we do not want children 
crossing the line of traffic.  Thank you, everyone, for your patience, kindness, and 
peacefulness in the parking lot as we strive for a swift and safe dismissal! 
 
Financial Aid 2020-2021 
The Diocese will again use SMART AID to provide the assessment for those applying 
for financial assistance.   This is separate from Smart Tuition and can be accessed via  
https://smartaidforparents.com/#/login.   The Aid process for 2020-21 is now open. 
- If you're a first time Smart Aid applicant, please create an account and follow the 
  on-screen directions. 
- If you already have an account, enter your user name and password to continue. 
- The deadline for the 1st round of aid awards is December 1st. 
- If you have questions, call Customer Assistance at:  1 (800) 360-8027. 
 

 

 

Sun., Oct.27
th

 

~Trunk or Treat 4-5pm 

 

Thurs., Oct. 31
st
 

~ Halloween Color Day &                       

Parade at 2:30pm          

 

Fri., Nov. 1
st
 

 ~ All Saints Day Mass 8:45am 

 

Tues., Nov.5
th 

~Absentee Picture Day 

~ Report Cards Online 

 

Thur., Nov. 7
th 

 
~ Student Council Color Day 

       $1 per family 

 ~ CPR Class in MPR-6pm 

 

Tues., Nov. 12
th

 

 ~Student Council Mtg 3:20pm 

 ~Titan Giveback at The Local 

    11:30am-10pm   

 

Wed., Nov. 13
th

  

~ Titan Toddler Time 10:15am 

 

Thurs., Nov. 14
th

 

  ~ P/T Conferences 4:15-7:30pm 

 

Fri., Nov. 15
th

 

  ~ Veterans’ Day Mass 8:45am 

 

Tues., Nov.19
th 

 
~ P/T Conferences 4:15-7:30pm 

 

Fri., Nov 22
nd 

~ Mass 8:45am 

~ Newsletter/Calendar 

 

Tues., Nov. 26
th

 
  ~ Thanksgiving Mass 8:45am 

  ~ 1
st
 Gr. Thanksgiving Feast 

  ~ 2
nd

 Qtr. Midterms Online 

 

Weds.-Fri., Nov.27
th

-29
th

  

  ~No School Thanksgiving Break 

 

  Sat., Dec.7
th 

 
     ~Christmas Breakfast/Book Fair 

         8:30-11am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 24, 2019 

School Newsletter 

Important Dates: 

https://smartaidforparents.com/#/login


HS Happenings 

Religious Education News 

 

               News from the Boosters 

Just a reminder - Winter Session II is still open for registration.  This session is for Girls Basketball and Boys 
Wrestling.  The session will start in January and run until late February/early March.  Please go to 
GRACEAC.com or CLICK HERE to register.  

 

 

 
Did You Know for All Volunteers and Future Volunteers 
 

 Did you know the Virtus “Protecting God’s Children” class is now available online for volunteers?  There is a time 
limit to completing it once you have signed up for it at www.virtus.org. 

 Did you know anyone that is considered an employee (lunch supervisors, substitute teachers, high school 
coaches, classroom aides, etc.) must take the live training? 

 Did you know that if you took the class for another parish or school that you need to tell Diane so she can get 
Holy Spirit School added to your account? 

 Did you know that if you took the class in another diocese that uses Virtus that we can get it transferred?  
Contact Diane so she can help make that happen. 

 Did you know that auditors come to check each location to see if we are in compliance? 

 Did you know that Holy Spirit has to have the Background Check and Standards of Ministerial Behavior on file for 
each volunteer to show the auditors? 

 Did you know that Holy Spirit cannot see the background check results from other locations?  That is why we 
have to run one on all volunteers. 

 Did you know that we run updated background checks every 5 years? 

 Did you know that we need to run a national background check if you have lived outside of Michigan since 
turning age 18? 

 Did you know that we have to run everyone through the National Sex Offender website?  Filling out the form 
completely and correctly with maiden names, race, etc. helps us determine if you are the person on the list or 
not.  You would be surprised to see how common your name might be and how many times it might appear on 
the list of offenders. 

 Did you know that all background check results are confidential? 

 Did you know that we require all this to help create a safer environment for your children? 
  

Confirmation Retreat for Candidates only:  November 10, 2019 starting with noon Mass and running until 5pm.  We are 
looking for candidates to be greeters for that Mass.  Lunch will be provided.  Let us know of any food allergies now so we 
can plan the menu accordingly. 

 
        
         

SAVE THESE DATES: 
Thursday, Oct.24th -  7th Grade Parent Meeting – 7:00pm in the Art Room to discuss plans for 8th grade graduation. 
Tuesday, Nov. 12th – Titan Giveback at The Local 11:30am – 10:00pm.   Don’t forget to order Scrip! 
Saturday, Dec. 7th   – Christmas Breakfast with Santa and Book Fair 8:30-11am 
Saturday, Feb. 1st   - The HSEF will host the Winter Carnival from 6:00-8:00pm.  
 
 
CPR/AED Training - We will be hosting a CPR/AED Training Class on Thursday, November 7th from 6-7:00pm in the 
Church Multipurpose Room.   Cost is $40.00 per person and RSVP is required.  For additional information and to sign up, 
contact Melanie Francis at mfrancis@hsparish.org or 453-3326. 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfZlNTcuR5XAHD6VwBKkTRupynqFqoN6koqCOV1GNLzRDN15g/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1
http://www.virtus.org/
mailto:mfrancis@hsparish.org


Holiday Food Drive 
As we strive to serve others throughout the year, one thing we can do as a community is to come together to provide 
Thanksgiving food baskets for those less fortunate.  Students are encouraged to donate something from the list below. 
 
Preschool Macaroni & Cheese, Soup   Gr. 4 Tuna Fish & Canned Meats 
Y5 & K  Canned Fruit & Juice    Gr. 5 Canned Vegetables  
Gr. 1  Spaghetti & Spaghetti Sauce   Gr. 6 Cereal & Soup 
Gr. 2  Peanut Butter & Jelly    Gr. 7  Spaghetti & Spaghetti Sauce 
Gr. 3  Cereal & Rice     Gr. 8 Peanut Butter & Jelly  
 
Please join us for the packing of the Thanksgiving Boxes on Sunday, November 24th, right after the 10:00 Mass in the 
Multi-Purpose Room.  These boxes go to our Steepletown preschool families.  Thank you for helping out!  
           
“And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

   Giving  thanks  to God the Father through him.”  Colossians 3:17 

 
 
 
Christmas Breakfast - Saturday, December 7

th
 from 8:30-11am.  Enjoy an all you can eat breakfast buffet, 

crafts for the kids, holiday music, live nativity, community atmosphere, and of course…Santa!  Tickets 
will be  available at the door.  While you’re there, shop the Good New Book Fair located in the school library!  
Books make great gifts!   If you have Christmas decorations that you would like to donate to the Christmas 
Breakfast, please bring to the school office, where we will have a box available.   
 
Peter Pan, Jr. 
Mr. David Inbody will be directing our Peter Pan, Jr. Musical this year with performances on March 6

th
 & 7

th
.  He will do a 

presentation for Gr. 3-8 on Tuesday, November 12
th

 and auditions during the school day on November 19
th

 and 21
st

. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             November Birthdays!    
    Anniston N.  Gabrielle D.  Jade D.  Michael M.   

  Annalise A.  Alessandra M.  Izzabella B.  Paige S. 
  Hallie M.  Sophia J.  Ethan B.  Sawyer B.   
  Grayson N.  Bobby B.  Liam A.  Emmett T.    

Brenna O.  Callan G.  Mrs. Kosnik 
 

   

 

  IN SYMPATHY 

 

                       

Please keep in your prayers the 

Schwallier Family on the loss of their 

Grandfather, the Borkowski  Family , the 

Clancy Family, and the Holtsclaw 

Family on the death of their Great 

Grandmothers, and the Miedema Family 

on the passing of their Great Uncle.  May 

the memories of their loved ones live on 

in their hearts and bring them peace. 

 

       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student Council News 
 

Congratulations to our 2019-20 Student Council Officers: 

                                  President:   Will C. 

                         Vice President:   Samantha H. 

                                  Secretary:   Katelyn A. 

        Treasurer:   Katelyn K. 

Congratulations to our Classroom Representatives: 

    4D:  Kelsey B. and Gabe N. 

                         5K/C:  Layla S. and AJ A. 

                             6L:  Greta A. and Brady K. 

                             7D:  Mike M. and Sam B. 

                             8N:  Hallie M. and Holly S. 

                            8W:  Evan K. 

 

so reserve your sea 
 

Jesus is the 

reason for 

the season! 



PUBLISHING CENTER NEWS 

 
 
 
We have opened the Publishing Center for the year as of 10/22. Look for our first Featured Author's story next 
month!  Be sure to publish your book in October to qualify. 
 
Students in Y5’s – 3rd grade who write two stories (one must be 1 author) will be rewarded with an ice cream 
treat.  We would like their first story to be done by the end of January. Students in grades 4-8 who write a one 
author story will qualify for an ice cream treat as well. 
 
Remember- books make great gifts!  And, if  your young person wants to make a book but is not able to write it 
out yet, have them tell you the story so you can write it for them. 
 
Parents – We always have openings if anyone would like to volunteer with us! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

               
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEVERE WEATHER UPDATE 
 

In the event that it is necessary to delay the start of school or cancel classes, Holy Spirit School will 

communicate with you through Grand Rapids area radio and television stations. You may also access school 

closing announcements thru the following Web Sites:    www.woodtv.com or www.wzzm13.com. 

 

Every effort will be made to make one of the following announcements by 6:00 a.m. or as soon as possible 

thereafter... 

Situation/Condition Response/Policy 

If the announcement is Holy Spirit School is 

closed: 

Students do not report for school that day.  This 

always includes Preschool and Child Care 

Programs as well. 

If the Public School District you reside in is 

closed in your area: 

No Catholic Schools Transportation in the A.M. or 

P.M. into the closed Public School District areas. 

Catholic Schools have a two-hour delay: Catholic Schools Transportation will begin 

transporting two hours after regular time. There 

will be no AM Preschool or Y5’s or AM 

Kindergarten.   Child Care will open at regular 

time for those enrolled in the program. 

If the Public School District you reside in has a 

two-hour delay and Catholic Schools are on a 

regular schedule: 

No Catholic Schools Transportation into the 

delayed district for the A.M. ONLY.  

 

If school is closed because of inclement weather, all extra–curricular activities, including athletic events 

and practices, scheduled for Holy Spirit or for Holy Spirit teams on that day, will be cancelled.  

(Education Commission policy #2060.1) 

 

On those winter days when school is open but you feel weather conditions are unsafe for your child to go to 

school, you may keep him or her home.  However, we ask that you call school and let us know that you are 

keeping your child at home.  While we do urge you to call school when your child will be absent, please don’t call 

the school to ask if classes will be cancelled because of the weather.  Instead, we urge you to monitor Grand 

Rapids area radio and television stations, or their web sites, which will be informed immediately of any 

cancellations or delays.   



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Thank you to all the parents that have attended our first couple of PTA meetings of the year. It 
is always great to see some new faces coming out to support us!  Our next meeting is not until 
January 28th, 2020.  Mark your calendars! 
 
We have a couple of social events coming up in the next few weeks... 
• Trunk or Treat THIS SUNDAY, October 27th. Park and Setup from 4:00-4:30, candy 
distributed from 4:30-5:00pm. This is always a well attended and fun event. 
• Titan Give Back Day at The Local – Tuesday November 12th from 11:30am-10:00pm.  Join 
us for lunch or dinner! 
• SAVE THE DATE!! Roller-skating at Tarry Hall on January 19th, 2020. More details to 
follow. 
 
The first couple months of the school year brought some great opportunities for learning 
outside of the classroom, thanks to funds provided by the PTA! Young 5s and Kindergarten took 
a trip to Schwallier's County Basket and the 4Yr Preschool explored Post Family Farm. The 5th, 
6th and 8th graders were also transported to their outreach locations by bus thanks to the PTA. 
 
The Social Committee is welcoming new members, if you are interested please contact Joylynn 
Kelly at joylynn6476@yahoo.com. 
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Holy Spirit Mission Statement 
Our mission at Holy Spirit School is to live, learn, and share the message and teachings 

of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

        



         Holy Spirit School Calendar, November, 2019 
Lunch Supervision, Grade 6 / For updated information go to www.holyspiritschoolgr.org 
 
October 27 

Gospel 

Lk 18:9-14 

Trunk or 

Treat 

4:00-5:00 

October 28 

Robotics  

6:30 

October 29 October 30 

Robotics  

6:30 

October 31 

Color Day 

Halloween 

Parade 2:30 

November 1 
All Saints’ Day  

Mass 8:45 

 

2 
Robotics FTC 

Tournament 

@ East 

Kentwood 

Freshman 

Campus 

3 
Gospel 

Lk 19:1-10 

4 
Sign up  

opens for 

Conferences on 

Meet the 

Teacher 

Robotics  

6:30 

5 
Absentee 

Picture Day 

Choir  

3:20-4:20 
Report Cards 

Online 

 

6 
Gr. 8 1:30 

Mass at 

Covenant 

Living 

Robotics  

6:30 

7 
Student 

Council  

Jersey/Sports 

Color Day 

$1 per family 

CPR Class & 

First Aid 6:00 

in MPR  

8 
Mass 8:45 

Gr. 2  

Little Flowers 

3:20-4:30 

9 
 

10 
Gospel 

Lk 20:27-38 

Confirmation 

Retreat 

12:00-5:00 

11 
Sign up for 

Conferences on 

Meet the 

Teacher   

by 8am 

tomorrow 

Robotics  

6:30 

12 
Choir  

3:20-4:20 

Student Council 

Meeting  

3:20-4:00 

The Local 

Titan Giveback 

11:30am-

10:00pm 

13 
Titan Toddler 

Time  

10:15-10:40  

Gr. 6-7  

Visit  

West Catholic 

Robotics  

6:30 

14 
Parent/ 

Teacher 

Conferences  
 

15 
Veterans’ Day 

Mass 8:45 
 

16 

 

17 
Gospel 

Lk 21:5-19 

18 
Robotics  

6:30 

 

19 
Gr. 5-8 

Outreach 

Field Trips 

Peter Pan Jr. 

Auditions 

Choir  

3:20-4:20 

Parent/ 

Teacher 

Conferences  

20 
Gr. 1-2 Mass 

in Chapel 

11:30 

Board of 

Directors 

Meeting  

6:30 

Robotics  

6:30 

21 
Peter Pan Jr. 

Musical 

Auditions 

22 
Mass 8:45 

Newsletter/ 

Calendar 

Fall Sports 

Pictures  

Due 

23 
Robotics FLL 

Tournament 

@Grandville 

Children’s 

Choir  

5:00 Mass 

 

24 
Thanksgiving 

Food Packing 

11:00 

Feast of 

Christ  

the King 

Gospel 

Lk 23:35-43 

25 

 

26 

Mass 8:45 

Gr. 1 

Thanksgiving 

Feast 

2nd Quarter 

Midterms 

Online 

27 
No School 

Child Care 

Open 
 

28 

Happy 

Thanksgiving 

29 
No School 

Child Care 

Closed 

 

30 

 

 

http://www.holyspiritschoolgr.org/


                                                      pkalahar@hsparish.org 

                        pryan@hsparish.org                                                                     

                (616)-453-2772                                              
               

                       

To: All Holy Spirit School Families 
From: Mr. Kalahar, Mrs. Ryan, and Mr. Wisniewski 
Date: October 24, 2019 
Re: Veterans’ Day Mass, November 15, 2019, 8:45am 
 

Dear School Families, 
 
To celebrate Veterans’ Day, we would like to invite Veterans to join us for a special Mass in their honor on Friday, 
November 15th.   
 
During Mass, we will honor and thank all who have served in the United States Armed Forces.  To do so, we need 
your help!  If you know a Veteran (Grandpa, Grandma, relative, parishioner, friend, neighbor) who has served in 
the Armed Forces, please ask him or her to consider joining us on Friday, November 15th, 8:45 am, for our 
Veterans’ Day Mass.   
 

Following the Mass, any Veteran who is willing to speak with a class/grade will join them in their classroom to briefly 
(15-20 minutes) share their experience and/or bring memorabilia with them to share with the students. 
 
So we may recognize our Veterans during the Mass and have the right amount of coffee and donuts, please ask him 
or her to complete and return the attached slip. 
 

Thank you for your help and assistance with our Veteran’s Day Celebration, 2019! 
 

 
So we may plan for our Veterans’ Day Celebration, please return this slip to school by Wednesday, November 13

th
. 

 
Yes, ____________________________________, will be joining us on Friday, November 15th, for our Veterans’ Day 
Prayer Celebration Mass. 
 

 Years of Service:    ___________________ 

 Branch of Service:  ___________________ 

 Rank Achieved:      ___________________ 

 Place Served:   ___________________ 

 Is related to/friends with the following child/ren at Holy Spirit School: 
 
 _______________________________    Grade/Class  _______ 
 
 _______________________________    Grade/Class  _______ 
 
 _______________________________    Grade/Class  _______ 

 
 ___________________________________ would be willing to briefly share his/her experience(s) as a Veteran 
with a small group of students. 

mailto:pkalahar@hsparish.org


 
 

Sports Banquet Slide Show 
Picture Request 

 
Pictures are needed of all fall sports teams 
Volleyball, Soccer, Cross Country, Football 

 
Please make sure to take pictures of your teams and players for this important 

video that will be shown at the Sports Banquet in the spring. 

 
Guidelines and Deadlines  

 
1. Please turn in all photos for fall sports to Damon Bouwkamp at athletics@hsparish.org 

no later than Friday, November 22nd to be in the video.  The video is an ongoing project, 
worked on throughout the year, enabling the editor to add pictures with each sports 
season. 
  

2. Photos must be in a digital format on a CD or flash drive.   
 

3. Please only send photos that are in focus and bright. 
 

4. Get pictures of all the players on the team.  Our goal is to have at least one picture of 
each player along with some team shots. 
 

5. Please personally do this for your player.   Most people are taking pictures of their child 
and not yours.  It’s important to the kids to be in the video, so please take a few pictures 
or ask someone to take some pictures for you. 
 

6. Please do not send several hundred pictures for one team.  Pick the best you have to 
send. 

 
 
 
               

 

mailto:athletics@hsparish.org


Holy Spirit 
 

Tuesday, November 12th 11:30am-10pm 

 
20% of your purchases accompanied by this certificate will be donated to: 

Holy Spirit PTA 

All family and friends of Holy Spirit are invited to participate in this fundraising 

event Come in for lunch, dinner or just a quick snack! 

               

Located at 4322 Remembrance Rd. NW. -next to ACE Hardware 

The Local Kitchen + Sports Lounge gift cards are available in SCRIP Cash & Carry 

 in $10 & $20 cards! 
 

You must present this flyer to your server and 20% of your purchase will go to 
support 

Holy Spirit PTA 

*Valid towards Dine-In and Take Out. Not valid towards gift card purchases. Flyers are not 

permitted to be distributed inside/outside of restaurant. 

 

 





 

 



 
            



 


