
    

 
 

Report Cards 
Today marks the end of our first quarter.  Report cards will be sent home on 
Tuesday, November 3rd, and you can continue to get updates on your child’s 
grades via Infinite Campus.  If you are comfortable with your child’s progress, you 
are not obligated to schedule a conference.  
 
 

Parent-Teacher Conferences 
Normally during this time of year, we are beginning the scheduling process for in-
person conferences with parents.   However, this year we will not be able to have 
parent-teacher conferences in the traditional in-person format.  Our teachers 
would still like to discuss your child’s progress and any concerns you have.  Each 
level of our school is a bit different in conference needs and logistics this year.  
Consequently, you will be receiving a conference request form from each level in 
which you have a child (early childhood, elementary school, middle school).  
Please be looking for the request forms that will be sent to you. 
 
 

Student Council News 
Our first Student Council Fun Day will be on Tuesday, November 10th.   For a $1.00 
donation per family, students may wear red, white, and blue, or camouflage in 
honor of veterans.  Be sure to follow the dress code.  We will be donating the 
funds to our local Veterans’ Home and will be making cards for veterans thanking 
them for their dedicated service.   
 
 

Veterans’ Day 
We will be celebrating this year by praying for veterans at Mass on Wednesday, 
November 11th, and by writing thank you notes to veterans.  Our sincere 
appreciation goes out to all those who served and continue to serve for peace and 
justice in our world! 
 

 
Financial Aid 2021-2022 
The Diocese will again use SMART AID to provide the assessment for those applying 
for financial assistance.   This is separate from Smart Tuition and can be accessed via  
https://smartaidforparents.com/#/login.   The Aid process for 2021-22 is now open. 
- If you're a first time Smart Aid applicant, please create an account and follow the 
  on-screen directions. 
- If you already have an account, enter your user name and password to continue. 
- The deadline for the 1st round of aid awards is December 1st. 
- If you have questions, call Customer Assistance at:  1 (800) 360-8027. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

     Mon., Oct. 26
th

 

 ~Gr. 8 Parents Confirmation 

  Zoom Mtg. 7pm 
 

Tues., Oct. 27
th

 

~Fall Colors Color Day 

~PTA Meeting 7pm 

 

Sun., Nov. 1
st
 

 ~ All Saints Day 

 

Mon., Nov. 2
nd

 
 

~Absentee Picture Day 

 

Tues., Nov. 3
rd

  

~ Report Cards Online 

 

Tues., Nov. 10
th 

 
~ Student Council Color Day 

         $1 per family 

 

     Wed., Nov. 11
th

 

 ~Veterans’ Day Mass   

    8:30am 

    

Tues., Nov. 17
th

 

 ~Student Council Mtg              

   3:20pm Group B 

   

Fri., Nov. 20
th

 
 

~ Newsletter/Calendar 

 

Tues., Nov. 24
th

 
  ~ 1

st
 Gr. Thanksgiving  

      Celebrations 

  ~ 2
nd

 Qtr. Midterms Online 

 

Weds.-Fri., Nov.25
th

-27
th

  

~No School - Thanksgiving  

  Break              

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

October 23, 2020 

School Newsletter 

Important Dates: 

https://smartaidforparents.com/#/login


                                                                   News From The Boosters 

 

 
Arrival Procedures 
Students in grades 1-8 who are car riders may be dropped off between 8:00-8:15 and should not arrive before 
8:00.  Pull all the way forward along the sidewalk by the rectory, so students may walk safely to the 
playground and not between cars.  Please do not stop by the island located between the two parking lots as 
this causes traffic backup for the cars behind you. 
 
 
Dismissal Procedures 
For the safety of your children and your car, we ask you to use the wagon train or use back-in parking only 
(before and not during dismissal) near the sidewalk on the west side of the rectory.   Thank you, everyone, 
for your patience, kindness, and peacefulness in the parking lot as we strive for a swift and safe dismissal. 
 
 
Auction Parking Spot Winners 
Congratulations to the Jamie and Terri Alt Family who are the Auction winners of the Front Parking Spot for 
this school year! 
 
 

                                                                          

 
 

 

 

  Winter I Sports Registration Open 
Registration for the 2020 GRACEAC Winter I sports season is now open!  The deadline to register is Monday, 
October 26. This is for students in grades 5-8 for the 2020-2021 academic year.  We will be offering girls 
competitive cheer and boys basketball.  Registrations must be done via TeamSnap at the following link: 

      Click HERE to register for Winter I Sports. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                          IN SYMPATHY 

 

                       

 

Please keep in your prayers the 

Kasparek Family , the Elsholz Family, 

and the Szymanski Family on the loss of 

their Grandfathers.  May the memories of 

their loved ones live on in their hearts 

and bring them peace. 

 

       

 
 
 

https://go.teamsnap.com/forms/246132


  

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN US! Just 
Think the Bible is too confusing? Don’t understand who all those people are? 

Never make it past Genesis? Now is the time to take action and get a grip on the overall story of 

Salvation! 

No more excuses!  Join us for a Parish-Wide Bible Study   No experience needed! 

Three ways to participate: 

Independent: Registration includes the workbook and a one year access to the online videos. May be 

done anytime where you have internet access. 

Small Group: Same as independent but with weekly online Zoom meetings to discuss the lessons.  

Tuesdays at 6:30pm. You are encouraged to form your own small groups with your friends, family, 

and neighbors. 

In-person: We have a few more spots available.  Tuesday mornings, 9:30-11:30 beginning October 
20, 2020. Multipurpose Room at church.  The cost is $35.95 +s/h.  
  
Independent and Small Group Participants: Order your “study set” at ascensionpress.com. It is 

$35.95 +s/h and includes online access to the videos for one year. You will receive an email to sign 

up for your free account using the Thinkific Dashboard to access the videos. 

Let us know how you want to participate by contacting the Religious Education Office    

dschoof@hsparish.org   or 616 453-1591.  We are here to help. 

 

 

Parent Confirmation Class via Zoom on Monday, October 26, 2020 at 7pm for 

those parents that have a child in 8
th

 grade planning to receive the Sacrament of 

Confirmation in May. You should have received an email invite with the meeting 

number and password. Contact dschoof@hsparish.org if you did not receive one, 

Check your spam. 

 Religious Education News 

https://ascensionpress.com/collections/the-bible-timeline-the-story-of-salvation
mailto:dschoof@hsparish.org


 

             November Birthdays!    
    Anniston N.  Gabrielle D.  Jade D.  Michael M.   

  Annalise A.  Grace M.  Izzabella B.  Anna G.   
  Paige S.  Sophia J.  Ethan B.  Sawyer B.   
  Grayson N.  Bobby B.  Liam A.  Emmett T.    
  Callan G.  Wyatt S.  Mrs. Ege 

 
   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

               
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEVERE WEATHER UPDATE 

 

 
In the event that it is necessary to delay the start of school or cancel classes, Holy Spirit School will 

communicate with you through Grand Rapids area radio and television stations. You may also access 

school closing announcements thru the following Web Sites:    www.woodtv.com or www.wzzm13.com. 

 

Every effort will be made to make one of the following announcements by 6:00 a.m. or as soon as 

possible thereafter... 

 

Situation/Condition Response/Policy 

If the announcement is Holy Spirit School is 

closed: 

Students do not report for school that day.  This 

always includes Preschool and Child Care Programs 

as well. 

If the Public School District you reside in is 

closed in your area: 

No Catholic Schools Transportation in the A.M. or 

P.M. into the closed Public School District areas. 

Catholic Schools have a two-hour delay: Catholic Schools Transportation will begin 

transporting two hours after regular time. There 

will be no AM Preschool or Y5’s or AM Kindergarten.   

Child Care will open at regular time for those 

enrolled in the program. 

 

If the Public School District you reside in 

has a two-hour delay and Catholic Schools 

are on a regular schedule: 

No Catholic Schools Transportation into the 

delayed district for the A.M. ONLY.  

 

If school is closed because of inclement weather, all extra–curricular activities, including 

athletic events and practices, scheduled for Holy Spirit or for Holy Spirit teams on that day, 

will be cancelled.  (Education Commission policy #2060.1) 

 

On those winter days when school is open but you feel weather conditions are unsafe for your child to 

go to school, you may keep him or her home.  However, we ask that you call school and let us know 

that you are keeping your child at home.  While we do urge you to call school when your child will be 

absent, please don’t call the school to ask if classes will be cancelled because of the weather.  

Instead, we urge you to monitor Grand Rapids area radio and television stations, or their web sites, 

which will be informed immediately of any cancellations or delays.   



 

 

 
 

Thank you to all the parents that attended our first PTA meeting of the year. It is always great 
to see some new faces coming out to support us!  Join us for the next virtual meeting this 
Tuesday, October 27th, at 7PM.  Following is the link to the meeting: 
https://meet.google.com/bdm-rhvi-ozb 
 
 
The first couple months of the school year brought some great opportunities for learning 
outside of the classroom, thanks to funds provided by the PTA!  The Young 5’s and 
Kindergarten students took a trip to Schwallier's Country Basket earlier this month. 
 
New members are always welcome to join the PTA.   This is also an election year for Vice-
President and Secretary.  If you are interested, please contact Joylynn Kelly at 
joylynn6476@yahoo.com.   
 

 
 

 
 

HELPING STUDENTS COPE WITH CHANGES DURING THE PANDEMIC 
 

Many students have expressed worries about things related to the current pandemic.  
Students struggle with fears about family members getting sick, staying home if they have 
Covid symptoms, the adjustment of wearing a mask all day, or the various losses they’ve 
experienced (not having playdates, not celebrating birthdays, holidays, etc.)  We want parents 
to know that one of the best ways to help children cope is by talking about all these things with 
them.  We have included a handout in this newsletter with helpful ways to support your child 
as they cope with all these changes and feelings. 
 

Holy Spirit Mission Statement 

Our mission at Holy Spirit School is to live, learn, and share 
 the message and teachings 

of Jesus Christ. 

https://meet.google.com/bdm-rhvi-ozb
mailto:joylynn6476@yahoo.com


 

     

    
   Holy Spirit School Calendar, November, 2020 

 
*Lunch Supervision, Grade 6/For updated information go to www.holyspiritschoolgr.org 

 
*Parent-Teacher Conferences will be scheduled during the month of November. 

Look for an email from your grade-level for more details. 

 

 

1 

All Saints’ 

Day  

Gospel 

Mt 5:1-12 

2 

Absentee 

Picture Day 

 

3 

Report Cards 

Online 

 

4 

Mass 8:30 

Gr. 3-5 

 

5 

Mass 8:30 

Gr. 6-8 
 

6 

Mass 8:30 

Gr. K, 1-2 

7 

 

8 

Sunday 

Gospel 
Mt 25:1-13 

9 
 

10 

Student 

Council  

Patriotic 

 Fun Day  

$1 per family 
 

11 

Veterans’ Day 

Mass 8:30 

Gr. 3-5 
 

12 

Mass 8:30 

Gr. 6-8 
 

 

13 

Mass 8:30 

Gr. Y5, 1-2 

 

14 
 

15 

Sunday 

Gospel  
Mt 25:14-30 

16 

 

17 

Student 

Council  

Group B 

Meeting 3:30 
  

18 

Mass 8:30 

Gr. 3-5 
 

19 

Mass 8:30 

Gr. 6-8 

 
 

20 

Mass 8:30 

Gr. K, 1-2 

Newsletter/ 

Calendar 

21 

 

22 

Feast of 

Christ  

the King 

Gospel 
Mt 25:31-46 

23 

 

24 
Gr. 1 

Thanksgiving 

Celebrations 

2nd Quarter 

Midterms Online 

 

25 
No School 

Child Care 

Open 

 

26 
Happy 

Thanksgiving 

27 
No School 

Child Care 

Closed 
 

28 

 

29 

1st Sunday  

of Advent 
Mk 13:33-37 

 

 

30 

 

     

       

http://www.holyspiritschoolgr.org/


 

 

Sports Banquet Slide Show 
Picture Request 

 
Pictures are needed of all fall sports teams 

Volleyball, Soccer, Cross Country, Football, Cheer 

 
Please make sure to take pictures of your teams and players for this important 

video that will be shown at the Sports Banquet in the spring. 

 
Guidelines and Deadlines  

 
1. Please turn in all photos for fall sports to Damon Bouwkamp at athletics@hsparish.org 

no later than Friday, November 20th to be in the video.  The video is an ongoing project, 
worked on throughout the year, enabling the editor to add pictures with each sports 
season. 
  

2. Photos must be in a digital format on a CD or flash drive.   
 

3. Please only send photos that are in focus and bright. 
 

4. Get pictures of all the players on the team.  Our goal is to have at least one picture of 
each player along with some team shots. 
 

5. Please personally do this for your player.   Most people are taking pictures of their child 
and not yours.  It’s important to the kids to be in the video, so please take a few pictures 
or ask someone to take some pictures for you. 
 

6. Please do not send several hundred pictures for one team.  Pick the best you have to 
send. 

             

 

 

mailto:athletics@hsparish.org


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Name:_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:________________________  Donation Amount:_________________________ 

 

 

 



           

         
 

 



 

    
 



 

 
 

 

 



 
  

               
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 


