
 

  
  
 
Veterans’ Day Celebration ~ Even though we could not have veterans in our 
building, we enjoyed praying for them at Mass and writing them notes of gratitude.  
The Student Council collected funds for the Michigan Veterans’ Home from their 
Red, White, and Blue Fun Day.  Thank you, Veterans, for your service! 
 
                                          
Parent Teacher Conferences ~ Thank you for keeping in touch with teachers by 
virtual conferences, phone, and email.  Please continue checking on your child’s 
progress through your Infinite Campus Portal.  We miss seeing you in our building 
and look forward to seeing you here in person. 
 
 
Save the Date for Our Outdoor Christmas Program ~ Mark Thursday, 
December 17

th
, (and Friday, December 18

th
 as a backup date in case of inclement 

weather) 6:00pm on your calendar for a new Outdoor Christmas Program 
practiced with safe social distancing guidelines.  The creativity and excitement are 
building, and details will be forthcoming. 
 
 
Scrip News ~ No physical gift card ordering or pick up the weeks of Nov. 23

rd
,  

Dec .21
st
, and Dec. 28

th
.  E-gift cards and reloads are still available anytime. 

 

 
Daily Health Screening ~ Again, thank you for your diligence in screening your 
child for Covid-19 symptoms prior to coming to school.  You are a key component 
in our ability to operate safely every day.  Please continue to make this part of  
your daily routine.  If your child has any symptoms, please do not send them to 
school. 
 

 
Thanksgiving Vacation ~ No School Wednesday – Friday, Nov 25 -27.  Enjoy! 
 

 
Financial Aid through Smart Aid ~  Families wishing to apply for scholarships 
for the 2021-22 school year will need to complete a SMART AID application.  
You may access this via https://smartaidforparents.com/#/login.  Please use 
CODE: HSpiritGR for Holy Spirit students.  Note the DEADLINE is Dec. 1

st
, 2020 

for the first round of applications.   Feel free to call the office with any questions. 
 
 
Titan Apparel ~ Are you looking for Christmas presents for a Titan in your life?  
Has your child grown out of some of their uniform clothing?  Orders are now being 
taken for spirit wear and school uniform apparel to be delivered in time for 
Christmas.  Please visit This Link  for more detailed information.  
**NOTE:  Orders are due by Monday, November 23

rd
.*** 

 
 
Snack Bags ~ As part of the Free and Reduced Lunch Program, we are able to 
provide a free snack bag for all students in Grades 1-8.  We will distribute them on 
Fridays after lunch. 
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Important Dates: 
 

   

  Tues., Nov. 24
th

    

    ~2
nd

 Qtr. Midterms Online 

 

 

 

   Wed., Nov. 25
th

-Fri. Nov. 27
th

  

    ~ Thanksgiving Break 

 

 

 

   Tues., Dec. 1st  
 
    ~ #GivingTuesday 

 

 

 

    Fri.., Dec. 4
th  

      
~ Knights of Columbus Christmas 

       Poster Entries Due 

 

 

 

    Tues., Dec. 8
th

   

   ~Feast of the Immaculate     

     Conception 

 

    
 

 

     Thurs., Dec. 17
th

  

     ~Last turn in day for Advent Haiti 

       Water Filter Donations 

     ~Outdoor Christmas Program 

       6pm 

 
 

 

     Fri., Dec.18
th

  
     ~Newsletter/Calendar 

 

 

   

     Mon., Dec. 21
st
-Fri., Jan. 1

st
  

     ~Christmas Break 

 

 

 

     Mon., Jan. 3
rd

 
 

        
~Classes Resume 

 

  

 

 

https://smartaidforparents.com/#/login
https://radco-hsholiday20.itemorder.com/sale


 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Reminders & Save the Dates 

 
Knights of Columbus “Keep Christ In Christmas” Poster Contest – An entry form with contest rules is attached.  
Entry forms which include contest rules and poster paper may be picked up in the school office.  This contest is for grades 
K-8.  Entries are due by December 4th.  
 
GivingTuesday – Mark your calendars for GivingTuesday on December 1, 2020!  Celebrated on the Tuesday following 
Thanksgiving and Black Friday, GivingTuesday is a movement to create an international day of charitable giving at the 
beginning of the holiday season.  One of the best ways to get involved is right here in our own community at Holy Spirit.  
In preparation for GivingTuesday, we have assembled a wish list of items for the parish and the school; items that will 
make a difference in the classroom and at church.  Please CLICK to view the entire list. 
GivingTuesday is a simple idea that makes a BIG difference.  On December 1, we hope you will join the movement and 
make your gift to Holy Spirit! 

 
PTA Meeting - The next meeting is January 26

th
 at 7:00pm.  Information regarding PTA activities and the October 

meeting notes are attached. 
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HS Happenings 

 

 

BIRTHDAY BOOK CLUB 
 

Please consider donating a new book 
to our school library in honor of your 

child’s birthday. 
 
Your donation to the school library is 

greatly appreciated!  In return for 
your generosity, your child will 

receive a color day pass. 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE BOOSTERS 
 

Registration for GRACEAC Winter II sports is now open!  
 

 Winter II will include girls basketball and boys wrestling for 
5th – 8th graders from after Christmas break (January 4) 

through the first week of March (March 6). 
  The plan is to offer a full season of Winter II.  The deadline  
to register girls basketball teams is Monday, December 7.  

Click HERE to register for Winter II sports. 
 

 

   

FRANK DIEHL MEMORIAL BLOOD DRIVE 

 

Where:  Holy Spirit Parish – Activity Center 

When:  Sunday, November 22, 2020 from 7:30am – 1:15pm 

Register now online at www.versiti.org/michigan, by calling 1-866-642-5663, or write your name on the 

donation sheet in the narthex of the church. 

 

Walk-in donations are welcome; however, Versiti staffing is determined by the number of registrants.  Blood 

drive staff and volunteers will be using extra precautions to keep donors safe and prevent the spread of the 

COVID-19 virus.  Please wear your face mask when in the Activity Center for the blood drive. 

 

New Benefit for Donors:  When you donate, your blood will be tested for COVID-19 antibodies.  This test 

will allow you to know if you have antibodies against COVID-19 in your system from a prior COVID 

infection. 

 

For more information, please contact Matt Langlois at (616)560-8088. 

~ Clean Water for Haiti  
As we count our many blessings this Advent, we will do a water-filter fundraiser for our 
friends in Seguin, Haiti.   Haiti ranks the lowest of any country in the global water 
poverty index.   During Advent we will be collecting money to buy as many water filters 

as we can.  Each filter costs $25. Thank you for supporting our friends in Haiti!   
 
 

https://holyspiritschoolgr.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/2020-Giving-Tuesday-Flyer-with-Items-listed.pdf
https://go.teamsnap.com/forms/250373
http://www.versiti.org/michigan


 

 
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Holy Spirit Mission Statement 

 
Our mission at Holy Spirit School is to live, learn, and share the message and teachings of 

Jesus Christ. 
 

 

 

             December Birthdays       

Penelope S.   Alex M.   Megan B.      Calvin G.        
Nola A.   Edward B.   Helen K.               Michael G.   
Isabella A.              Kennidy C.              Sophia S.      Lucy S.         

   June A.              Roman S.   Charlotte T.      Hazel B. 
   Natalie W.                         Rogue C.   Lyla D.                  Caleb B. 
   Jackson D.              Alexis S.              Fr. Edwin      Mrs. Laura Russo 
   Mrs. Deb Russo             Mrs. Duffy      
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So, you want to become Catholic but the idea of the RCIA scares you? 
Let’s talk.  Depending on your situation, there may be another way for you. 
Contact Diane Schoof @ 453-1591 or dschoof@hsparish.org. 
 
Reconciliation  
Parent homework is due by Christmas break.  If you did not complete this last year, you need 
to do so this year.  All children should be practicing the steps to reconciliation and memorizing 
the Act of Contrition.  Bless you, Diane. 
 
Advent Family Gathering  
I am hoping to have a virtual Advent Gathering for Families with a short prayer service and an 
Advent game for everyone to do.  Join us for this event via Zoom meeting on Wednesday, 
December 2, at 6:30 pm.  It will be limited to the first 99 families that contact me for the link. 
dschoof@hsparish.org  
 
 

 

Religious Education News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Smart Aid Information Link 

 

Virtus Registration 

 

Titan Apparel 

 

 

 

 

 

In Sympathy 

 

Please remember in prayer, The Rodney/Hodges 

Family on the passing of their Great- 

Grandmother, and the Terpstra Family on the 

death of their Grandfather.                           

 

 

 

Link Box ... 

 

 

 

mailto:dschoof@hsparish.org
https://holyspiritschoolgr.org/parent-information/smart-tuition-smart-aid/
https://holyspiritschoolgr.org/parent-information/smart-tuition-smart-aid/
https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/reg_list2.cfm?theme=0
https://radco-hsholiday20.itemorder.com/sale


 
 

WINTERY WEATHER      
As our weather turns “wintery” ~ please help your child/ren remember to bring boots to school for 
outdoor recess.  Students who wear boots may play on the blacktop area…otherwise students 
without boots will remain on the sidewalk so that the salt, slush, etc…is not tracked onto the carpet in 
the classrooms.  Students who are fully dressed for winter (i.e. – snow pants, boots, hats, gloves, 
etc.) may choose to play on the playground equipment, the upper/lower fields, and/or go sledding 
when offered. 
 
 
 

ILLNESS 

 

If a child is ill, he/she should remain at home.  The Health Department suggests that a child who is well enough 

to be in school is well enough to participate in all school activities, including outdoor recess and physical 

education.  If a child is ill and remains at home during the school day, the student may not attend extra-

curricular activities on that day (Education Commission Policy #6146.2.) 

If a child becomes ill during the school day, a parent, relative, or a person designated on the child’s enrollment 

form will be notified to come and get him/her. 

What follows is a summary of the Health Department publication entitled, “When to Keep Your Child Home.”  

The school also uses these guidelines to determine if a child should be sent home from school as well. 

FEVER Do not allow child to return to school until fever-free for hours. 

 (unassisted-without medication) 

COLD, COUGH “Heavy cough” and hacking cough…keep home in bed even though no  fever. 

SORE THROAT Sore throat, but no other symptoms…go to school…BUT check the throat for spots –  

                              and check for a fever.  If either is present, keep the child home and call the doctor. 

RASH Do not send a child with a rash to school until your doctor has said that it is safe to do so. 

HEADACHE    Usually need not be kept home.  (If you wish your child to take medication for headache, you 

will need to bring the medication to the office in a labeled container, with a completed 

Medication Administration Release Form.  (see school web-site at 

www.holyspiritschoolgr.org  under “Families and Students” – “Parent Forms”). 

EARACHE  Consult your doctor without delay. 

TOOTHACHE Consult your dentist. 

VOMITING Please keep the child home.  They may return 24 hours after their stomach has calmed.  

Consult your doctor if it persists. 

 
 
 

http://www.holyspiritschoolgr.org/


    
 

 

Teacher Gift Collection 

 

Back by popular demand, this is the easiest Christmas shopping you will do all season 
long! Simply make ONE contribution per family (this is optional) to the Teacher Gift 
Collection and all Holy Spirit teachers will receive a gift card to their favorite 
venue.  This eliminates the need for individual classroom collections, but does not 
replace the $40 PTA gift given to the teachers each year. The students will present the 
gifts to the teachers on Thursday, December 17th. 
 

1.      Send your gift (any amount you choose) by cash or check payable to Holy Spirit  
 to the school office no later than Friday, December 4th.  
 

2. The PTA will divide the money among the full and part-time teachers.  
 

3. Your child’s room parent will circulate a Christmas card for the children to sign   
 that will accompany the gift. 

 

4. Cross this off your Christmas to-do-list! Shopping is done for you!! 
 

                                    Questions? 

 
 

Joylynn Kelly - PRESIDENT – 616.301.4514 | 
joylynn6476@yahoo.com 
 
Andrea Dewicki - VICE PRESIDENT – 
616.350.0029 | andreadewicki@gmail.com  
     
Philip Alt - TREASURER – 616.862.8674 
Philip.alt@altcc.biz 
 
Jeffrey Novosad - SECRETARY – 
616.808.6057 | jnovosad@hotmail.com 
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         Holy Spirit School Calendar, December, 2020 

Lunch Supervision, Grade 5 / For updated information go to www.holyspiritschoolgr.org   

  1 

#Giving 

Tuesday 

2 

Mass 8:30 

Gr. 3-5 

 

3 

Mass 8:30 

Gr. 6-8 

PTA 

Teacher Gift 

Collection 

Due 

Tomorrow 

 

4 

Mass 8:30 

Gr. K, 1-2 

Keep Christ in 

Christmas 

Poster Contest 

Entries Due 

5 
 

6 

2nd Sunday 

of Advent 

Mk 1:1-8 

7 

 

8 

Feast of the 

Immaculate 

Conception 

Mass 

Gr. 4-8 

9 

Mass 8:30 

Gr. 3 

 

10 

 

11 

Mass 8:30 

Gr. Y5, 1-2 

 

12 
Feast of  

Our Lady  

of Guadalupe 

 

 

13 

3rd Sunday 

of Advent 

Jn 1:6-8, 

19-28 

 

14 

 

15 
Student 

Council  

Group A 

Meeting 3:30 

16 
Mass 8:30 

Gr. 3-5 

6:30 Board 

Meeting  

Tomorrow is 

the Last 

Turn-in 

Day for our 

Advent Haiti 

Water Filter 

Donations, 

Thank you! 

17 

Mass 8:30 

Gr. 6-8 

Outdoor 

Christmas 

Program 

6:00pm 

18 

Mass 8:30 

Gr. K, 1-2 

   Newsletter 

& Calendar 

19 

 

20 

4th Sunday  

of Advent 
Lk 1:26-38 

21 

No School 

Child Care 

Open 

 

22 

No School 

Child Care 

Open 
 

23 

No School 

Child Care 

Open 
 

24 

Christmas  

Eve 

Masses 4:00, 

6:00, 8:00, 

10:00pm 

Child Care 

Closed  

25 

Christmas! 

Masses 8:00 

and 10:00am 

Lk 2:15-20 

26 

 

27 
Feast of 

the Holy 

Family 

Lk 2:22-40 

28 

No School 

Child Care 

Open 

 

29 

No School 

Child Care 

Open 

 

30 

No School 

Child Care 

Open 

 

31 

No School 

Child Care 

Closed 

 

January 1 

Solemnity of 

Mary, Mother 

of God 

Lk 2:16-21 

January 2 

 

 

http://www.holyspiritschoolgr.org/


 

 

 
 
 



 



 

 

  

   

  

 

  

 

 

Limited Time! 

40% OFF 
SCHOOL UNIFORM STYLES 

Your school families can get 40% OFF 

November 20 through December 4, 2020! 

Share this offer with your school today. 

CODE: SMART 

PIN: 1126 

GET MARKETING KIT  

 

 

 

        
 

https://go.business.landsend.com/pub/cc?_ri_=X0Gzc2X%3DAQpglLjHJlYQGi9BXYAzf9tCAiE74oPiaInzfnAzd0b024bCblzcpFNP6TEyW95hVXtpKX%3DCBCWY&_ei_=En9pSYMw9kn3-Cx5k0jisytlEX_cD8CN7tAmv_7pxeimnwuSf6FZuamAex864BFJyIOFQ1qh_yW1yCCFHKjlp-VEprPGtoU0DmaRWzdUXJgUumZI2IrBZrCZqfab9aHfgJ5AUBaZfzYq4Uh24PKEu5fWgX3VoCcqUO1cFNWqkZE.&_di_=eudksvdib2c5th2n04ndgsdafvtuokosqs9naij7dfjtscnd1q1g
https://go.business.landsend.com/pub/cc?_ri_=X0Gzc2X%3DAQpglLjHJlYQGi9BXYAzf9tCAiE74oPiaInzfnAzd0b024bCblzcpFNP6TEyW95hVXtpKX%3DCBCRY&_ei_=En9pSYMw9kn3-Cx5k0jisytlEX_cD8CN7tAmv_7pxeimnwuSf6FZuamAex864BFJyIOFQ1qh_yW1yCCFHKjlp-VEprPGtoU0DmaRWzdUXJgUumZI2IrBZrCZqfab9aHfgJ5AUBaZfzYq4Uh24PKEu5fWgX3VoCcqUO1cFNWqkZE.&_di_=8ah9vo7t1m6855ggjs10aoqot5vtciqcutvn7ifu2qrnqk2qq4j0
https://go.business.landsend.com/pub/cc?_ri_=X0Gzc2X%3DAQpglLjHJlYQGi9BXYAzf9tCAiE74oPiaInzfnAzd0b024bCblzcpFNP6TEyW95hVXtpKX%3DCBCTY&_ei_=En9pSYMw9kn3-Cx5k0jisytlEX_cD8CN7tAmv_7pxeimnwuSf6FZuamAex864BFJyIOFQ1qh_yW1yCCFHKjlp-VEprPGtoU0DmaRWzdUXJgUumZI2IrBZrCZqfab9aHfgJ5AUBaZfzYq4Uh24PKEu5fWgX3VoCcqUO1cFNWqkZE.&_di_=64hulhjfbfn77gn71r69mpbucgqmro62rd57t4rk98otnh7g4alg


 

 



  



 



 


